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Choir contacts    
General: secretary@skiptonchoralsociety.com 
Membership: membership@skiptonchoralsociety.com
website: www.skiptonchoralsociety.com

Fundraising: ‘Easyfundraising’ and the 200 Club 
Our members loyally pay their Subscriptions, which have been pegged at £120 for the last 3 
years,.  Everyone seems satisfied that we get good value for money: the Subs cover all our 
rehearsal costs, and go some way towards subsidising our concerts, which generally make a loss 
due to the negative balance between unavoidable costs, and limited takings from audiences in a 
relatively small venue.  Other fund-raising takes place, but for a variety of understandable reasons 
this is limited.


In normal years, our income is quite sufficient.  But when we do a big concert, such as Messiah 
next year, costs go up and extra effort may be required.  Two particular means of increasing our 
income, without pain, are:


Easyfundraising: The total raised on our Easyfundraising account is now £419.02.  Our top 
scorer has raised over £170, and the second just over £100: well done our leading ladies, Sally 
and Sheila!  But membership from the choir is still only 16 - surely there must be more of us who 
occasionally buy online and could sign up to the scheme?  For new members: it’s very easy to 
join and to operate, with no snags, just visit easyfundraising.org.uk and follow the simple 
instructions. 

The 200 Club: this is essentially a lottery, in which members pay £12 a year in return for a chance 
to win cash prizes, with the balance going into choir funds.  The lucky winners of £50 each so far 
this year, with another draw due in December, have been:


	 	 	 	 February	 Tessa Bird

	 	 	 	 April	 	 Rosy Robinson

	 	 	 	 June	 	 Maurice Spooner

	 	 	 	 October	 Mary Lowans


There are currently 47 members, representing nearly three-quarters of the choir - pretty good, on 
the whole.  But membership is open to all friends and relations, and if it rises above 75 there will 
be an additional prize of £100 at Christmas.  So do join, or at least invite others to do so, to 
maximise both your own chances of a useful windfall, and the income to the choir.  Judith Best or 
Denise Richardson will be delighted to hear from you at any stage during the year!
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Future concerts 
Saturday 9 December Christmas Concert

John Rutter Magnificat
Ralph Vaughan Williams Fantasia on Christmas Carols
Benjamin Britten A Ceremony of Carols

Saturday 30 March 2019 Handel Messiah

Previous concerts 
As part of Skipton Camerata, conducted by Ben Crick, in 2013-15 we performed: Haydn Creation; Bach 
St John Passion; Rossini Petite Messe Solennelle; Dvorak Mass in D & Vaughan Williams Mass in G; 
Mendelssohn Elijah; Beethoven Choral Symphony; A Night at the Opera; and Christmas music.  

As Skipton Choral Society 
Under Music Director Toby Wardman:

22 November 2015 (Christ Church Skipton): “In the midst of Life”: Rutter Requiem; Purcell Thou knowest, 
Lord; Chilcott The Lily and the Rose; Sullivan The Long Day Closes; Loesser Sit down you’re rockin’ the 
boat; three Spirituals; Autumn Leaves.

17 December 2015 (Craven Court Skipton): Christmas concert including: Handel Hallelujah Chorus 
(Messiah); Anon 16th Century Rejoice in the Lord alway; Stephen Hatfield Jabula Jesu; Chris Williams Merry 
Christmas cha-cha-cha; and various carols.

13 March 2016 (Holy Trinity Skipton): “The Crucifixion”: Stainer Crucifixion; Sanders The Reproaches; Lotti 
Crucifixus à 8; Byrd Ave Verum Corpus; Mozart Ave Verum Corpus; ‘King John VI of Portugal’ Crux Fidelis; 
plus solo pieces.

2 July 2016 (Christ Church, Skipton): “I wake, I sleep, I dream of you”: Bob Chilcott Little Jazz Mass and 
The Lily and the Rose; Thomas Vautor Sweet Suffolk Owl and Mother, I will have a husband; Veljo Tormis 
Four Estonian Lullabies; Philip Glass Three Songs a Cappella; Jussi Chydenius The Look and The Kiss; 
‘Barbershop’ Aura Lee and My Evaline.

10 December 2016 (Christ Church, Skipton): Christmas Concert (conductor Robert Webb): Pairs of carols, 
traditional and modern.

Under Music Director Yonni Levy:

8 April 2017 (Christ Church, Skipton): “Gloria”: Vivaldi Gloria; Stanford Te Deum; Vaughan Williams Let all 
the world in every corner sing; Parry Blest Pair of Sirens.

 
15 July 2017 (Bolton Priory Church): A Summer Celebration of Choral Music with Sarah Fox and Adam 
Gouldin: Va pensiero (Verdi Nabucco); Anvil Chorus (Verdi La Traviata) ; Witches Chorus (Verdi Macbeth); 
Chorus of Enchanted Islanders (Handel Alcina); With drooping wings (Purcell Dido & Aeneas);  Humming 
Chorus (Puccini Mme Butterfly); Fauré Requiem; and solo pieces by Sarah Fox.

Under Music Director Robert Webb:
 
26 November 2017 (Christ Church, Skipton): Sir Karl Jenkins The Armed Man.

14th Aprll 2018 (Christ Church, Skipton): “I rose up with the lark”: Finzi Lo, the full final sacrifice; Duruflé 4 
Motets on Gregorian themes (Ubi caritas et amor, Tota pulchra es, Tu es Petrus, Tantum ergo); Grainger 
Brigg Fair; Vaughan Williams Ca' The Yowes & Loch Lomond; Whitacre Seal Lullaby; Runswick 5 American 
Folk songs (Yankee doodle, Shenandoah, Shortnin’ Bread - Pick a bale o’ cotton, The streets of Laredo, Frog 
went a’courtin’).
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14 July 2018 (Christ Church, Skipton) “Coronation”: Mozart Mass in C (Coronation Mass); Stanford 
Magnificat & Nunc dimittis in C;  Finzi God is gone up; Vaughan Williams O, clap your hands; Balfour 
Gardiner Evening Hymn.

SCS Quiz: Events of the 20th Century 
Please see the sheet below for a final SCS quiz - fairly simple, even if you don’t sneakily get help 
from Siri, Alexa or Google.  Entries by Saturday 10 November please.

The Last Word: Terrible Tales of Life and Morality 
A computer salesman told a customer that if he typed in his name and address, the computer 
could answer any question he asked.  The customer entered his details, and asked “Where is my 
father?”  The computer replied “he’s working in a bar in Skipton”.

“That can’t be right” the customer replied, “my father’s dead.”  His wife suggested he rephrase the 
question, so he asked “Where is my mother’s husband?”

The computer replied “Your mother’s husband is indeed dead.  But your father is working in a bar 
in Skipton.”

- - o O o - - -

A mother visited her son, who shared a flat with a young lady.  Seeing how pretty she was, and 
how they behaved together, the mother thought they were an item; but the son protested that they 
were just good friends.

After mother left, the silver sugar bowl couldn’t be found.  Thinking that she might have taken it, he 
emailed: “Our sugar-bowl is missing.  I’m not saying you did take it, or that you didn’t; but it 
disappeared after your visit.”
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His mother replied:  “I’m not saying you are sleeping with your flat-mate, or that you aren’t; but if 
she were sleeping in her own bed, she would have found the sugar bowl by now”.

- - - o O o - - -

Wit and Wisdom on Tombstones 

Harry Edsel Smith of Albany, New York: 
Born 1903 - Died 1942  
Looked up the elevator shaft to see if the car was on the way down. 
It was. 

In a Ruidoso, New Mexico, cemetery: 
Here lies 
Johnny Yeast. 
Pardon me 
For not rising. 

In a Uniontown, Pennsylvania, cemetery: 
Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake. 
Stepped on the gas instead of the brake. 

A lawyer's epitaph in England: 
Sir John Strange  
Here lies an honest lawyer, 
And that is Strange. 

In a cemetery in Hartscombe, England: 
On the 22nd of June, 
Jonathan Fiddle 
Went out of tune.  

In a cemetery in England: 
Remember man, as you walk by, 
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, you soon will be. 
Prepare yourself and follow me. 
 
To which someone added: 
To follow you I'll not consent 
Until I know which way you went.
            
            - - - o O o - - - 

A soprano died and went to heaven. Saint Peter stopped her at the gate asking, “Well, how many 
false notes did you sing in your life?”  The soprano answers, “Three.” 
 
“Three times, fellows!” says Peter, and along comes an angel and sticks the soprano three times 
with a needle.  “Ow! What was that for?” asks the soprano.  Peter explains, “Here in heaven, we 
stick you once for each false note you’ve sung down on Earth.” 
 
Just before the soprano steps through the pearly gates, she hears screaming from behind a door. 
“Oh my goodness, what is that?” she asks, horrified.  “Oh,” says Peter, “that’s just a tenor we got 
some time back - he’s about to start his third week in the sewing machine.”

- - - o O o - - -

Registered Charity No. 1169288



Issue No. 7 �13 26 October 2018

An advert in The Church Times had a letter missing: “If you love to sin, the chancel choir will 
welcome you”.  Maybe that’s the way for us to attract more Tenors and Basses?

- - - o O o - - -

The General Secretary of a trade union had a nasty operation and his president went to visit him 
in hospital.  “Morning, general secretary”, he said, “The National Executive met yesterday and 
wishes you a speedy recovery.”  After pausing to nick a few grapes he then added: “The motion 
was carried by nine votes to seven with three abstentions.”  How kind!

- - - o O o - - -

ENOUGH ALREADY 

SATIS  :  FINIS 

FAREWELL    AUF WIEDERSEHEN    TOT ZIENS   

AU REVOIR    HASTA LA VISTA      ARRIVEDERCI   

SELAMAT TINGGAL     VALE    ADEUS     BLESS     elveda 
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SCS Quiz: Events Of The 20th Century 

When…?  (Give year and, where appropriate, dav & month) 
     1. Did Coca Cola arrive in Britain (year)

2. Did Amundsen find the South Pole
3. Did Prohibition end in the USA
4. Was the first kidney transplant operation performed
5. DId food rationing end in Britain
6. Was the Aberfan disaster
7. Was Martin Luther King shot
8. Did the Berlin Wall start to be taken down 
9. Did the IRA bomb Warrington 
10. Was the Chernobyl disaster 
11. Were the first prefabricated homes built in Britain  (year)
12. Did Roger Bannister break the four minute mile

Which events occurred on the following dates? 
13.  16 July 1918
14.  21 April 1926 
15.  24 October 1929 
16.  22 November 1963
17.  30 July1966 
18.  7 December 1941 
19.  6 August 1945 
20.  10 December 1936 
21.  11 June 1979 
22.  22 December 1988 
23. 5 December 1958
24. 15 February 1971

Which events do these refer to? 
25. Q.V.D (1901) 
26. F.M.O.T.M (1969) 
27. T.T.S. (1912) 
28. N.M.F (1990) 
29. F.F.O.T.N.P (1926) 
30. C.O.Q.E.T.S (1953) 
31. A.I.F.I (1982) 
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32. C.T.O (1994) 
33. W.C.D.B.F. (1992) 
34. G.A.R.I.P (1939) 

Women of the World. 
35. Who was the first British woman M.P 
36. Who was the worlds first female Prime Minister 
37. Who was the first woman astronaut
38. On which day did Evonne Goolagong win Wimbledon
39. Which two Ulster women won the Nobel Prize for peace
40. Who was Sports Personality of the year 1971

- - - o O o - - -

Name…………………………………………
Entries (even if incomplete) to Robert Flower by Saturday 10 November please
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